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Reversal of humanitarian trends in Ouaka   
Following renewed inter-community violence in Bambari in mid-August, mediation 
activities and the deployment of MINUSCA forces are achieving initial results in defusing 
tensions. On 5 September, armed groups retreated to their initial positions with no new 
incidents. Nevertheless, the situation in Bambari town and its surroundings remains 
volatile and unpredictable. Besides the loss of life (at least a dozen civilians killed), the 
major consequence of these events has been the toll on social cohesion that existed in 
Bambari town and in some sub-provinces (especially Grimari, Bakala and Kouango). 
Within the humanitarian framework, these violent incidents have instilled fear and mistrust 
among the local population, jeopardizing efforts made to ensure peaceful coexistence in 
the province; drastically reversing the humanitarian trend in the region. 
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Inter-community violence that erupted on 26 September has caused more than 30 deaths 
and more than 100 injured in the Central African capital. About 27,000 people have been 
displaced, including 10,000 who are sheltering at the Mpoko site near the airport, which 
was already hosting some 11,000 people. Fighting and the numerous roadblocks erected 
worsened an already dire humanitarian situation, impeding the ability of aid partners to gain 
access to thousands of internally displaced people and assess needs. Moreover, this 
undermines efforts undertaken to implement the return plan for internally displaced persons 
set-up by the Humanitarian Country Team. 
 
Prior to this latest violence Central African Republic (CAR) some 370,000 people were 
already internally displaced, with 470,000 people having fled into surrounding countries as 
refugees. 
 
The violence has caused panic in the capital, where a curfew has been imposed. The 
looting of several NGOs and United Nations offices and residences has taken place during 
the violence. 
 
There are immediate needs for emergency shelter, health care and basic aid. Should the 
situation persist there will be a need for food supplies and hygiene and sanitation facilities. 
Displaced people are reported to be in a state of shock and extreme fear and may require 
psychosocial support.  
 

http://www.unocha.org/car
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/fr/operations/central-african-republic/
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/fr/operations/central-african-republic/
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/fr/operations/central-african-republic/
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Population movement 
 
Residents of the Kouango and Bakala sub-provinces who had fled into the bush during 
the crisis had been gradually returning, while CAR refugees in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo had initiated spontaneous returns. In these sub-provinces, daily activities were 
slowly resuming in villages that had been abandoned over a long period. Most 
humanitarian actors in the region were also engaged and adapted their assistance to 
provide support to returnees; enabling them to re-start their lives. 
 
Due to the crisis in Bambari, the majority of IDPs who had returned to their homes have 
once more been displaced to IDP sites. Two new sites have also been created: the 
Cotton Mill and PK8 sites. IDPs remain highly concerned about the situation in Bambari. 
Sophie Y., a 23-year old mother of 3 children who arrived in PK8 from the village of 
Atongo, PK12 in Bambari stated: “I came here following the arrival of gunmen who 
invaded our village. Since everyone began to flee the village, I did the same with my 
children. The attackers threatened us so we felt it was better for us to seek refuge closer 
to MINUSCA Forces. That's why we moved here. We currently do not have access to our 
farms. To ensure our livelihood, my husband is obliged to build tents for others; earning 
500 FCFA per day; working extra hard sometimes. I do not know when I will return to my 
village because insecurity persists everywhere.” 
 

Humanitarian impact to the 
crisis 
 
With the trend of return which was 
observed until August, food security 
actors in Bambari had started 
supporting returnee households with 
agricultural inputs and farming 
activities had started to resume. 
“Instability due to recent events could 
cause the local population to abandon 
previously cultivated farms or those 
ready for planting. This could lead to a 
further deterioration of food security for 
households in the short and medium 
terms”, said Abdoulaye Sarr, Head of WFP's sub-office in Bambari. 
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Displaced sites 

Evolution of displaced persons  in Bambari -  May- September 
2015  

(Source: Population Movement Commission Bambari) 

“After being 

displaced on the 

NDV site for almost 

one year, I returned 

to my house in 

March hoping that 

we could finally live 

a normal life in the 

village. With the 

recent crisis, I 

prefer to stay here 

for as long as it 

takes”, Sophie said. 

Bambari, CAR. September 2015. Displaced at PK8 site 
rebuilding their shelters after NFI distribution.  Source: 
OCHA 
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With regards to the education of children, on the eve of the 2015-2016 school year that 
some people had hoped to be a revival of school activities in the province, most parents 
are afraid to send their children to school; despite sensitization campaigns.  
 

Humanitarian access is hindered 
 
Humanitarian actors were equally affected by violent incidents in Bambari. While inter-
community conflicts persisted, direct attacks were made on humanitarian workers; 
injuring a staff of an international organization. On 23 August, armed elements attempted 
to kidnap humanitarian workers.  On the same day, an attempt to loot an international 
organization failed following the intervention of international forces. As a result of 
insecurity, the implementation of humanitarian activities was hindered particularly due to 
movement restrictions and the relocation of staff. Since early September, humanitarian 
organizations are slowly resuming activities despite the unpredictable situation.  
 
Meanwhile the humanitarian situation in the Kouango province and its environs remains 
worrying in a fragile security context. The outbreak of violence that has shaken the area 
during the past weeks has taken a heavy toll on the civilian population. Thousands of 
people have been forced to find refuge in the bush and more than 3,000 new central 
African refuges have arrived in the Democratic Republic of Congo.  
 

Almost 2,000 children released from armed 
groups  
 
As of 18 September, UNICEF and its partners successfully released a total of 1,989 (474 
girls, 24 per cent) children from armed groups (mainly anti-Balaka and ex-Seleka) 
countrywide. UNICEF and its partners provide holistic assistance to the children in:  
interim care, psycho-social support, family tracing and reunification and access to 
education (formal, alternative) as well as vocational training for older children who cannot 
go back to regular school.  
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The 2015 annual target for the release and reintegration of children associated with 
armed forces and groups is 3,500. (in 2014, 2,807 children including 646 girls were 
released and received holistic support). 

As a result of the commitment signed by 
the leaders of all 10 armed groups in May 
during the Bangui Peace and reconciliation 
Forum, UNICEF and partners are scaling 
up programs in order to meet the needs of 
the increasing number of children released 
from armed groups.  

On 7 September in Ngakobo, the anti-  
Balaka armed group released 102 
children, including 24 girls. The release 
ceremony was attended by UNICEF, 

OCHA, officials of the Ministry of Social 
Affairs in Ouaka district, Ngakobo local 
authorities, the local NGO NDA, and local 
Anti- Balaka Commanders. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One boy was released from the ex-Seleka armed group on 17 September, in Mbomou 
province, bringing the total number of children released in the provinces of Ouaka, Basse-
Kotto and Mbomou to 103 children.  
 
All 357 children, who were released from the anti-Balaka and ex-Seleka armed groups, 
have been reunified with their families and most of them are going back to school this 
year, after attending catch-up classes during the summer. The children are being 
monitored through the community social centers under the responsibility of the Ministry of 
Social Affairs; to ensure that the children are in the process of social reinsertion. The 
community social centers in the Ouaka, Basse-Kotto and Mbomou provinces are 
supported by UNICEF in terms of capacity development, equipment and technical advice. 
Furthermore, more than 500 new children associated with ex-Seleka and anti-Balaka 
armed groups have been identified and registered and will be released in October in the 
Haute Kotto and Ouaka regions. 

Funding situation overview  
 
45 per cent of the requested funding received in 2015 
 
As of 30 September, the humanitarian appeal has received US$275,6 million in funding 
since January 2015. This represents 45 per cent of the total funding requirements 
outlined in the Strategic Response Plan (SRP). Despite a steady increase in contributions 

Bambari, CAR. Children associated with anti-balaka 
minutes before they were released. Source: 
UNICEF/LeDu 
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over the last few months, this low rate of funding jeopardizes the implementation of 
critical humanitarian activities. The top three SRP donors are the United States of 
America (19 per cent), the European Union (13 per cent) and the United Kingdom (8.7 
per cent). 
 

 

Source: FTS As of 25 September 2015 

 

 
Portrait of a local organization 
 
Dorcas Esperance pour le Development Durable (DEDD) is a national NGO working in 
the humanitarian sector; particularly on protection, education, social cohesion, food 
security and gender issues as well as 
in development, economic recovery 
and management of natural 
resources. 

DEDD has been operational for over 
seven years; implementing projects in 
the following sectors and areas: social 
cohesion and peace consolidation in 
Bangui, Bossangoa, Nana Bakassa, 
Markoude, Boganagone, Dekoa and 
Djim, food security in Mbaïki, 
education in Bangui and gender 
based violence in Bangui and Bimbo. 

 
DEDD’s main technical and/or 
financial partners are: Peace Direct, MINUSCA, CRS, CHF, FAO, UNDP, WFP, WHO, 
UNICEF, UNFPA, UNHCR, Search for Common Ground, the Embassy of France and the 
African Union. DEDD has experienced staff and has established a partnership with the 
University of Bangui to use interns for researches. 
 
This organization is seeking technical and financial partnerships with international 
organizations to implement sustainable development and social cohesion activities in the 
Djim, Boganagone, Boda, Gomboula, Dékoua, Bambari, Bossangoa and Paoua regions. 
 
The ESF NGOs can be contacted by e-mail at dorcasesperance.cresed@gmail.com, 
Skype: fabdack or on phone (+236) 72 21 50 60, 75 04 54 19 and 70 17 91 91. 
 

 
In brief 
 

Back to school, back to peace 
 
The 2015-2016 school year was officially launched in CAR on Sept 23. An official 
ceremony was held in Bangui's "Centre Mixte" school, led be the Minister of Education. 
Other ceremonies took place in several towns throughout the country.  
 

SRP REQUIREMENTS US$ 613 million

SRP FUNDING US$ 276 million

FUNDING OUTSIDE OPS US$ 66 million

TOT. HUMANITARIAN FUNDINGUS$ 341 million

SRP UNMET REQUIREMENTS US$ 272 million

Boganagane, CAR. Group work with women on social cohesion 
and peace Source: DEDD 

mailto:dorcasesperance.cresed@gmail.com
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The back to school campaign, with the slogan "retour à l'école, retour à la paix" (back to 
school, back to peace) focused on what is expected to be the first normal school year in 
several years.  
 

The Ministry of Education and UNICEF have recently launched two major programs 
aimed to rebuild the school system countrywide. The European Union will be funding a 21 
million euros 3-year program that includes building and rehabilitation of schools, teacher 
training, and academic structures support. The other major program, with a funding of 
15,5 million USD will address the same issues.  
 

Eviction of 114 displaced persons in Bangui 
 

On September 12, 114 internally displaced persons (IDPs) were evicted from the Saint 
Jean Gabaladja site in Bangui to allow for the reopening of the school within the coming 
days. Their tents were dismantled by the parish priest hosting the site with the support of 
the local police. A temporary solution to relocate the 46 households to Ban-Zvi IDPs site 
was found to accommodate the families. IOM pre-financed the operation with 2,500CFA 
per household for transportation and further humanitarian assistance is expected to 
resettle the families. The Humanitarian Coordinator, Aurélien A. Agbénonci, expressed 
serious concerns on the eviction of the 114 IDPs in a press release. “I express my deep 
concerns regarding the action in forcing these 114 people out of the site," said Mr. 
Agbénonci. “Any movement of displaced populations must be based on a voluntary 
decision by the concerned people ensuring best safety conditions and respecting the 
dignity of persons affected, following the rules and principles of the International 
Humanitarian Law and the Kampala Convention.” 
 

Other 9 sites under eviction threat in Bangui housing more than 2700 people might face 
the same faith. There are still 31 sites in Bangui with a total of 27,315 IDPs. 
 
 

New influx of Central African refugees in the DRC North-Ubangui region 
From 9 to 13 September, more than three thousand new Central African refugees arrived 
in the Mgoro, Yebe, Gbango and Kpetene localities in the Mobayi Mbongo region (North 
Ubangui, Equateur Province) in the DRC. The newly-arrived refugees, mainly women and 
children, currently live in host families, churches and spontaneous sites mostly accessible 
by waterway. UNHCR and the DR Congo’s National Refugee Commission carried out a 
mission to Mogoro located 42 km from Gbadolite town on 10 September, in order to 
provide refugees with first aid. According to UNHCR’s protection monitoring partner IEDA 
Relief, these refugees had fled clashes between armed groups in CAR’. UNHCR has 
received four hundred refugees in Zongo town South Ubangui/Equateur province from 
Bangui, following violence in the capital in early August. More than 476,000 Central 
Africans have sought refuge in Cameroon, Republic of Congo, DRC and Chad. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For further information please contact: 

OCHA CAR: Francois Goemans Head of Office +236 70738730, goemans@un.org; 

                     Gemma Cortes, Head of Public Information, +236 70087565, cortesg@un.org 

                     Laura Fultang, Public Information /Reports Officer, fultang@un.org 

                    OCHA press releases are available at http://ochaonline.un.org or www.reliefweb.int. 
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